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DETAILED ACTION 
Acknowledgements 

1. The following is a Final Office action in response to communications filed on 
12/1 1/2009. Claims 1-29 are pending. No claims have been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 , 2, 5 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hall (US 2003/0229509) in view of Bandemer (US 7107278). 

4. With respect to claims 1 and 29, Hall teaches a computer-implemented method 
for generating a risk assessment of a builder, the method comprising: 

a. providing a database that comprises inspection checl<points for use in 
assessing builder risk, wherein at least some of the inspection checkpoints 
includes information reflective of particular types of defects (paragraphs 001 1 , 
0014, and 0038). 
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b. selecting a subset of the inspection checkpoints to use to inspect one or 
more projects of the builder, where the subset of inspection checkpoints is 
selected by a computer system (paragraph 0017), 

c. using at least the results of the subset of inspection to programmatically 
generate a risk assessment (paragraph 0020). 

Hall does not explicitly teach associating costs of repair associated with 
inspection checkpoints or past defect claim and ranking the checkpoints. However, 
Bandemer teaches: 

d. obtaining input about a builder and about projects associated with the 
builder (column/line 3/53-58, regarding contractor information; 6/58-62, regarding 
project information); 

e. a database comprising stored data reflective of estimated monetary costs 
of repair associated with particular inspection checkpoints (column/line 6/27-49, 
regarding defect observation and location point, 13/3-16, regarding cost of repair 
for each defect); 

f. accessing stored data about past construction defect claims that includes 
at least one of: information reflective of a frequency of past construction defect 
claims and information reflective of costs associated with past construction defect 
claims (column/line 13/17-37, regarding the retrieval of the document information 
regarding location point of defect and associated costs for construction defect 
litigation); 
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g. recording witliin computer storage results of tine inspection based on the 
subset of inspection checl<points as applied to one or more construction projects 
of the builder (column/line 6/27-49, regarding the storing of observed 
information); 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the 
business system of Hall with the ability to associating costs of repair associated with 
inspection checkpoints or past defect claim and ranking the checkpoints as taught by 
Bandemer for use with assessing a builder's risk since the claimed invention is merely a 
combination of old elements, and in the combination each element merely would have 
performed the same function as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 

Furthermore, the data observation management system 62 and database 300 in 
Bandemer can be used to sort by basic sorting functions the data including data about 
past construction defect claims and monetary costs of to rank at least a portion of the 
inspection checkpoints, reflective of a selected potential monetary cost to repair 
(column/line 8/16-22), combined with the automatic selection of inspection points by the 
system in Hall. 

5. As to claim 2, Bandemer further teaches wherein the input about the projects 
comprises information about a geographical location of the projects (Figure 2A). 
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6. Regarding claim 5, Hall further teaches reporting a risk assessment as a risk 
assessment score (paragraph 0020). 

7. Claims 3-4, and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hall (US 2003/0229509) and Bandemer (US 7107278), in further 
view of Lawrence (US 2004/0083165). 

8. Regarding claim 3 and 4, Hall in view of Bandemer does not directly teach 
specific input about projects. However, Lawrence teaches wherein the input about the 
projects comprises information about construction methods and materials planned for 
the projects (paragraph 0048). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the 
business system of Hall in view of Bandemer with the ability to input specific project 
information as taught by Lawrence since the claimed invention is merely a combination 
of old elements, and in the combination each element merely would have performed the 
same function as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 

9. With respect to claim 19, Bandemer further teaches, wherein the stored data 
about past construction defect claims further comprises information about the builder's 
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past history of construction defect claims (column/line 627-49, regarding defect 
observation counter and relational database of gathered information). 

10. Regarding claims 20 and 21, Bandemer provides the location points where 
defects were observed in a relational database similar to Microsoft Access. (See Fig. 
5A) With the sort feature in this database, it would be obvious to one with ordinary skill 
in the art to ranking the checkpoints based on frequency of occurrence. Therefore, it 
would be a predictable result of the system of Hall and Bandemer in view of Lawrence 
to use the stored data about past construction defect claims to rank inspection 
checkpoints associated with construction defect claims and financial costs. 

11. As to claim 22, Lawrence further teaches calculating one or more adjusted 

results for the subset of inspection checkpoints based on information that includes a 
predicted legal risk that a construction defect associated with an inspection checkpoint 
will be discovered and/or will generate a legal claim (paragraph 0027). 

12. Claims 6-8 and 14-18 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hall (US 2003/0229509) and Bandemer (US 7107278), in further 
view of Alverson et al (2005/0033628) 

13. With respect to claims 14 and 23, Hall in view of Bandemer teaches the method 
of claim 1, including a risk assessment. Hall in view of Bandemer does not directly 
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teach receiving builder response for a risl< assessment. However, Alverson teaches 
receiving input about the builder and the projects to select from the database a 
subset of questions to present to the builder; receiving responses to the subsets of 
questions from the builder, and storing said responses within computer storage 
(paragraph 0036 and 0042). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the 
business system of Hall in view of Bandemer with the ability to receive builder response 
for a risk asssessment as taught by Alverson since the claimed invention is merely a 
combination of old elements, and in the combination each element merely would have 
performed the same function as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have recognized that the results of the combination were predictable. 

14. Regarding claim 6, Alverson teaches wherein using the input to select a subset 
of questions and inspection checkpoints comprises selecting questions and inspection 

checkpoints for assessing at least one component factor from the set consisting of: 
customer service, data tracking, prior and active claims, legal contracts and insurance, 
and safety programs (paragraph 0042). 

15. As to claims 7-8 and 15-16, Alverson teaches wherein reporting the builder's risk 
assessment further comprises reporting scores for the component factors that influence 
the builder risk assessment (paragraph 0038). 
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16. With respect to claim 17, Alverson teaclies obtaining information from more tlian 
one project of the builder to determine a sample of the builder's operations (paragraph 
0025). 

17. Regarding claim 18, Bandemer further teaches wherein obtaining additional 
information about the builder and about at least one of the builder's projects further 
comprises selecting the one or more checkpoints based on information that includes 
data reflective of estimated monetary amounts for potential repairs associated with the 
one or more checkpoints, such that the estimated monetary amounts for potential 
repairs associated with the selected one or more checkpoints are collectively 
substantially equal to a selected monetary amount (column/line 13/17-37, regarding the 
retrieval of the document information regarding location point of defect and associated 
costs for construction defect litigation). 

18. Claims 9-10 and 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bandemer (US 7107278) in view Hall (US 2003/0229509) 

1 9. With respect to claims 9 and 25, Bandemer teaches a system comprising: 

h. a user interface for user entry of data regarding a builder and building 
projects associated with the builder (Fig. 5A); 
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i. a database comprising information reflective of inspection checkpoints for 
conducting builder risk assessments and the cost of the defects( Fig. 5A);, 
wherein the information reflective of the inspection checkpoints comprises 
statistical information reflective of a frequency and costliness of building 
construction problems associated with the inspection checkpoints (column/line 
6/27-49, regarding defect observation and location point, 13/3-16, regarding cost 
of repair for each defect); 

j. a first component configured to receive from the user interface the data 
regarding the builder and the builder's projects and to select from the a subset of 
inspection checkpoints to use to inspect construction by the builder (column/line 
6/27-49, regarding defect observation and location point); 

Bandemer does not directly teach calculating a risk assessment score. However, Hall 
teaches: 

k. a second component that calculates a risk assessment score for the 
builder based at least in part on results of the inspection (paragraph 0020). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the 
business system of Bandemer with the ability to calculate a risk assessment score as 
taught by Hall since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, and 
in the combination each element merely would have performed the same function as it 
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did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results 
of the combination were predictable. 

20. Regarding claims 10 and 24, Bandemer further teaches wherein the database 
further comprises at least one of the set consisting of: information about proper 
construction practices associated with the checkpoints, historical Information about 
costs associated with repairing construction faults associated with the checkpoints, 
information about a statistical frequency of liability claims regarding the checkpoints; 
and a measure of relevance of proper construction technique for the checkpoints to a 
risk assessment for projects of various types and various geographical locations 
(column/line 13/17-37, regarding the retrieval of the document Information regarding 
location point of defect and associated costs for construction defect litigation). 

21. Claims 11-13 and 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bandemer (US 7107278) and Hall (US 2003/0229509) and. In further 
view of Alverson et al (2005/0033628) 

22. With respect to claim 1 1 , Bandemer in view of Hall teaches the system of Claim 
9. Bandemer In view of Hall does not directly teach assessing the specific issues 
presented in claim 11. However, Alverson teaches wherein the database further 
comprises questions for assessing the builder regarding at least one of the set 
consisting of: design issues, communications systems, builder knowledge, customer 
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service, data tracl<ing practices, prior and active claims liistory, insurance and otiier 
legal documents, and safety programs implemented (paragraph 0042). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the 
business system of Bandemer and Hall with the ability to asses specific types of risl< 
factors as taught by Alverson since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old 
elements, and in the combination each element merely would have performed the same 
function as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized 
that the results of the combination were predictable. 

23. Regarding claim 12, Alverson further teaches wherein the first component is 
further configured to select the subset of inspection checkpoints and a subset of the 

questions based at least in part on the input data; and wherein the second component is 
configured to calculate the risk assessment score for the builder based at least in part 
on builder responses to the subset of questions (paragraph 0036 and 0042). 

24. As to claim 13, Hall further teaches wherein the first component is further 
configured to select the subset of questions and inspection checkpoints based at least 
in part on a set of customization rules (paragraph 038). 

25. With respect to claims 26-28, Hall teaches the calculation of a risk assessment 
score. The calculation of a risk occurrence factor is a percentage calculation of a count 
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divided by a total, which is old and well known in the art. Thus, the risk occurrence 
factor for a checkpoint is calculated by dividing a number of times unsatisfactory 
construction practice is observed for a checkpoint by a number of instances of the 
checkpoint inspected is a predictable result of Bandemer and Hall in further view of 
Alverson. Furthermore calculating a projected risk per year for each checkpoint that is 
based on the risk occurrence factor for the checkpoint is simple multiplication by the 
number of times a defect is observed in a year, which also old and well known in the art. 
Therefore, one with ordinary skill in the would be able to use the data provided in the 
system of Bandemer and Hall in view of Alverson to calculate risk occurrence by old 
and well known mathematical techniques. 

Response to Amendments 

26. Applicant's amendment to claim(s) 1 and 8, filed on 12/29/2009, has been fully 
considered and is persuasive. The rejection of claims 1-14 under 35 USC § 101 has 
been withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

27. In response to Applicant's argument that neither Hall nor Bandermer suggests 
the selection of a subset of inspection checkpoints to be inspected, which is located on 
page 12 of Applicant's Remarks, Examiner respectfully disagrees. Hall teaches a PDA 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/802,1 29 Page 1 3 

Art Unit: 3624 

that is preloaded prior to inspection (paragraph 001 1 ). The inspection points are based 
on environmental conditions that have a direct influence on the structure's building 
(paragraph 0011). Once the inspector select inspector defines the location and 
environment of the structure, the system determines how the drop down box will be 
populated with a subset of inspection points, from all possible inspection points 
(paragraph 0011). The PDA provides the locations of the inspection points to be 
inspected (paragraph 0041). Therefore, Hall does teach and suggest this limitation. 

28. In response to Applicant's argument that Bandemer teaches the analysis of 
current construction defects, and does not disclose storing information about a builder's 
past history of construction defect claims. Examiner respectfully disagrees. Bandemer 
teaches a management system for indexing or storing observed construction defects 
claims is interpreted as storing a past history of construction defect claims for 
construction litigation (column/line 6/27-49). Therefore Bandemer does teach and 
suggest this limitation. 

29. In response to Applicant's argument that the inspection points are not ranked 
based on past construction defect claims, Examiner respectfully disagrees. Bandemer 
teaches that the data observation management system 62 and database 300 in 
Bandemer can be used to sort the data based on any selected element, including data 
about past construction defect claims and monetary costs of to rank at least a portion of 
the inspection checkpoints, reflective of a selected potential monetary cost to repair 
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(column/line 8/16-22 and column/line 13/30-37). Performing the same function as they 
did separately, combined the above limitations in Bandemer with the automatic 
selection of inspection points by the system in Hall, the combination of Hall in view of 
Bandemer does teach and suggest this limitation. 

30. In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case. Hall et al (US 
2003/0229509) teaches a risk management system for inspection of a structure, 
Bandemer (US 7107278) teaches a system for the management of observed 
construction defects during inspection that includes the cost of repair for each defect, 
Lawrence (US 2004/0083165) teaches a construction industry risk management 
clearinghouse, that includes geological surveys, and Alverson et al (US 2005/0033628) 
teaches a certification system that evaluates risk factors of builders for certification. The 
motivation to combine the above references exist because all of the above references 
relate to risk management and/or inspections., which is the essence of Applicant's 
invention. 
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Conclusion 

31 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of tine extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

32. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

33. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BRAND! P. PARKER whose telephone number is (571) 
272-9796. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 8-5pm. 

34. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Abdi can be reached on (571) 272-6702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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35. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/BRANDI P PARKER/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3624 



/Remain Jeanty/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3624 

March 15, 2010 



